
 

     Pastor’s Letter   
 

Just a few weeks ago I reached the milestone of 35 years of active ordained ministry. 
 

              It was May 28th, 1986 when I knelt at the altar with my father on one side, my District      Superinten-
dent at the other, and Bishop Hunt laying hands upon me to “take authority to preach the Word of God, to 
administer the Holy Sacraments and to order the life of the Church, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

              Of course, this wasn’t just a random act that happened on the spur of the moment. There were 29 of 
us who had spent the previous 2-5 years deep in the process of discerning call, gifts, and abilities for minis-
try. We had to first go before our local churches where we would preach, serve, and engage in ministry, so 
that they could test whether the congregation was blessed by our ministry, and then we could go on to the 
next level. 
 

              Then it was a multi-year process of review and refinement through the District Board of  Ordained 
Ministry, who would then (when they felt we were ready) send us on to the Conference Board. Both of these 
boards focused on theological depth, psychological testing, evaluation of     effectiveness and recommenda-
tions for further growth, until we were ultimately passed and sent on to the Annual Conference for the final 
vote and ordainment. 
 

              As I sit here, 35 years later, I am reflecting on how ministry has changed and evolved over these 
decades. 
 

              Back then there were no cell phones, no internet, no word processors or personal         computers. 
Research was done by driving to the library, and if you were in a place like Sopchoppy, that was a long drive 
indeed! 
 

              Contemporary worship was something most churches had never heard of, and everyone took their 
turn (young or old) working in the nursery on Sunday morning or Wednesday nights. There were no “sermon 
series” or month-long church emphases, unless there was a revival or something with which the whole com-
munity was involved. 
 

              “Online worship” was either radio or (if you had a rich church) on TV. I did half of my       visitation by 
just going to the Post Office at 9:30 in the morning and talking to the people as they came in! And when visit-
ing at home, I would often just show up at the door and they would welcome me in. 
  

              But times have changed. There are a lot of gated communities that will not let you in    without prior 
clearance. People are working and not always at home. Those that are home often don’t like people showing 
up unannounced! 
 

              The focus of ministry is also different. Back then it was a lot about “church growth” and  getting more 
people in the doors. But that was also when going to church was expected, and most people complied. In 
2020 Gallup released a study that showed, through 2019, less than half of Americans claim affiliation with 
any church, and weekly attendance was down to 37%. The effects of a post-COVID world are yet to be real-
ized, but it looks as if those numbers are going to be lower still.         Here’s the heartbreak: THE CHURCH 
IS NEVER GOING BACK WHAT IT WAS. 
              Here’s the Good News: GOD IS NOT DONE WITH THIS WORLD YET!!! 
 

              Whatever God has for the future, we are assured that it will be both fulfilling and challenging. God 
has not stopped loving this world and working to redeem it. What Jesus started on the cross is still being felt 
today – with lives that are being changed by His touch. 35 years from now, I hope to still be in ministry some-
how (at 92?). I’m not sure what or how it will be, but I trust that God will still be leading me to bring His hope 
and healing to the world that He loves.   

                                                    In Christ,  

                                                       Rev. Bill 
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June 2021 Sermon Scriptures  
MATRIARCHS AND PATRIARCHS OF OUR FAITH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

June 6, 2021 June 6 : Avoiding the Call: Moses 
Genesis 3:1-14 
Answering when God calls 
God never gives up on us, even when we try to 
hide from Him. 
s 
 
June 13, 2021 Following a Moses - Joshua 
Genesis 31:1-2, 7-8 
Finding your own authority 
Following a great leader is hard, but be your-
self. 

  

 

June 20, 2021 Feeling Overwhelmed: Jo-
seph, Father of Jesus 
Matthew 1:18-25 
Finding peace in God 
When we are under pressure,                                                    
being faithful is always the key. 

 

 

June 27, 2021 YOUTH SUNDAY!  
(Youth to bring our message) 
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The Importance of Staying Connected 
From Wesley’s Communication and Membership Teams 

If we have learned one thing from the past year, it is the importance of   

staying connected! We can be thankful for the technology that allowed us to 

stay in touch with our friends, families, our churches, and church families. 

Wesley UMC wants to help us stay connected going forward. Soon, we will 

be emailing you a survey with a few simple questions allowing you to       up-

date your contact information and set your preferences on how Wesley will 

communicate with you in the future. Paper surveys will be available in the 

office for those without access to a computer. Wesley has a number of ways 

to keep you informed about our news and events. We have taken advantage 

of technology to put systems in place to deliver emails, texts, and automated 

phone calls – all designed to keep you informed of important happenings 

around Wesley. We will soon be adding a new feature –                                 

an Online Directory.                                                                                   

This directory will help you stay in touch with your Wesley family, whether 

they are here in the area or away for a while. Access to the directory will  

only be given to the Wesley Family; a secure login and password will be    re-

quired to access the directory. When the online directory is available, you 

will receive a link to access the directory and preview your information. We 

ask for your participation in this brief survey when it becomes available. It 

will help us as we continue to grow into the elements of our mission       

statement that challenge us to Love God, Love people, and Walk together in 

the Way of Jesus. Happy Summer! We look forward to staying connected to 

you, wherever you may be spending your summer. 
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Following the death of a family member or close friend, grief can have such a  profound effect 

on so many different aspects of your life (emotional, physical,  spiritual, relational, etc.) that it 

may be overwhelming. Where can you turn for   understanding and help? 

GriefShare (www.griefshare.org) brings you the expertise of 46 respected    Christian       

counselors, pastors, and authors, plus many other people who are   learning to rebuild their 

lives after the loss of a loved one. The 13-week seminar series/support group and workbook 

will help guide you through your grief journey and provide comfort, encouragement, and  

practical advice. (Additional resources are available on their website.) 

A new GriefShare group is starting this month, which will run                                 

from June 8 through August 31.                                                                                               

They will be meeting online, every Tuesday at 7 PM.  

Click on the following link to learn more and to register:                                                              

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/134066 

You will need a workbook, which costs $15 (scholarships available). To make sure 

you receive yours in time, you can get one from the church office at Wesley (even 

though this group is hosted by a different church in another city). If you do that, 

just let your group facilitator know that you already have the book. 

https://www.griefshare.org
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/134066


Wesley —In-person and Online 
 

   https://www.facebook.com/WUMCMarco 

 
 

Please wear a mask if you are not yet fully vaccinated. 
ZOOM meetings – Specific for each meeting.  

Call church office for information 239-394-3734. 
 
 
 

 Sunday –   10:00 am    In-person  Worship (Sanctuary) 
                   10:00 am   Virtual Worship Service (website or Facebook) 
                   10:30ish    Virtual Coffee Fellowship Time (online) 
                   10:40ish    Kids Sunday School (In person) 
                   11:00 am   Adult Sunday School (In-person and Zoom) 
                    6:30 pm    Middle School Students   (Starbucks)                                                                                
 

Monday -    9:00 am   Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)     
                                                                            
 

Tuesday –   9:00 am    Tuesday Community (Gathering Place)  
Bring chair and Bible  

                                                                             9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall) 
                     4:00 pm   Spanish Class by Anne T. (ZOOM) 
                    7:00 pm   Grief Share (Begins June 8) (ZOOM)                      
                                           

Wednesday -9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall)  
                        9:00 am   Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)     
                    12:00    Midweek Lift devotional service  
                                                                                                                                                                                                (in-person or website or Facebook) 
                     2:00 pm   Pastor’s Bible Study (ZOOM)  
                    3:00 pm   Worship Team 
                    4:00pm    Music Rehearsal  (Sanctuary) 
                              5:30 pm   June 2 and 16     THE Table  
                                                                                                                                                                          (In-Person in Fellowship Hall or online     ) 
6:30 pm  High School Students   (Youth Room)                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Thursday-    9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall) 
                    10:00 am    UMW Bible Study  (call for location) 
                     
                                                                            4:00 pm   Spanish Class by Anne T. (ZOOM) 
                    5:00 pm    Line Dancing for beginners (Fellowship Hall) 
                    6:15 pm    Line Dancing for experienced beginners (Fellowship Hall) 
                     
Friday-        9:00 am   Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)     
                    
 

   OTHER ONGOING MEETINGS:  Church Committees and Business meetings 
                                                                   Small Groups 
 . 
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What is “Juneteenth”? 
  
On June 19

th
, 1865 Union Army General Gordon Granger made a proclamation abolishing slavery in 

Texas, 2 ½ years after Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. For many slaves, the end of the war did 
not suddenly mean that they were free. It took years for the word (and then the enforcement) to reach 
the farthest areas of the United States. 
  
This date is important to us because it was people of faith who led the fight against slavery and human 
trafficking.  And it was the churches who first began celebrating this day, the day of freedom, one year 
later in 1866. 
  
When our faith calls us to face unpopular opinion today, let us remember those who have gone before 
us and always try to make our decisions based upon how our Lord guides us, not by what is politically 
expedient. The issues of peace and justice are still before us, and will be until Jesus returns. May we 
stand with the poor, the downtrodden, and speak words of comfort and truth. 
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                                                                                                                     Offering              Yea r-to-Date 
   

  Budget        $ 47,940                   $ 220,573  
   

  Actual         $ 26,007                    $ 148,026  

Monthly Giving Update:  APRIL 2021 

 

LOOK! 
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As we continue to find ways to grow in community, Wesley's Formation Team introduces 
a Line Dancing Community.  Our instructor, Angie, knows that line dancing is fun and a 
great workout, but the true goal of this class is to create an opportunity for fellowship.  All 
ages and ability levels are welcome to attend.  Invite a friend and drop in because there is 
no need to register.   
 Angie is a Registered Nurse currently working in the operating room of a local hospi-
tal.  She is a certified yoga instructor with a passion for bringing people together.  Angie 
recognizes God's call to live life in community in times of joy, struggle, and those times 
that are just average.  Dance has helped her mental and physical well-being, and she 
cannot wait to share the gift with Wesley. 
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Our trip to the Holy Land is still on! 
  
Yes, October 11-20 is the time we have planned to walk the homeland of Jesus, to feel   
the breezes coming off the Sea of Galilee, and to visit our brothers and sisters in the faith 
who  are looking forward to us returning! The sights and the sounds of the land will deepen 
your faith, but we often find that the time we spend with native Christians has an impact 
that we never expected! 
  
Rev. Bill and Kim are planning an informational meeting on Sunday, June 27

th
 to tell you 

more about the event and to answer any questions you may have about the trip. We will 
also have a Zoom link set up for those who are interested but are not able to be here in 
person. Please RSVP to Rev. Bill at Revbill@wesleymarco.org or call the church office at 
239.394.3734 so that we know that you are coming! 

HURRICANE PREPARDNESS 
 
As we head into the summer, we expect that there will be some rain! While we hope that the     

hurricanes stay away, we do need to plan for emergencies such as power outages from storms, wildfires, 
and other natural disasters. 
               FEMA has provided a checklist for items that you should have ready for a disaster, whenever it 
happens. You can find it on https://www.ready.gov/kit, and it has the basic things that you probably have 
heard before. 
               The important thing is, whatever your plan is, HAVE A PLAN!!! And make sure that you        
communicate that plan to the people important to you – your family, the church office, someone who 
checks in with you regularly. 
               Once you have your plan in place and communicated, check on those that you know who might 
need some help. The time to do this is now, not two days before a hurricane hits. By making sure that 
you are ready, you can then be available to assist someone else who may not have been able to make 
plans. 
              We are a church family, so let’s do what we can to make sure everyone is safe and secure over 
this summer! 
 

mailto:Revbill@wesleymarco.org
https://www.ready.gov/kit
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Left to right... Johnathon Wagner, Peter Fabian, Elise Prodanov, Julian Totton  
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Mother’s Morning Out  
As we leave May behind and look forward into June here at MMO, we have experienced 
some big changes right off the jump!  Our school has now officially said goodbye to Ms. 
Pam Filbin.  She will be missed both at our school and in our church.  Wesley sends Ms. 
Pam off with blessings for new beginnings to look forward to on the horizon. 
  
At the end of May we held our Annual Teddy Bear Parade, and it was a SUCCESS! 
Many parents and grandparents participated in our "Awards Ceremony" and joined us in 
our walk down Barfield Drive as we waved to passing motorists. 
  

In June we are gearing up for our special Water Play Day, a fun kick-off into our summer 
months!  Also, on Saturday, June 19, 2021, Wesley will host our first “Parents’ Night 
Out” under the direction of Josh Baudin, Director of Christian Formation.  From 5-8PM, 
we are planning a fun night of crafts and pizza for the children while Parents have a 
Night Out without their children!  Christian Formation has been kind enough to extend 
this invitation to all our MMO families as well!  Don’t forget to sign up.  
  

Please contact Claire Orgass or Josh Baudin if there is any interest in volunteering    
(239-394-3734) at this event!!! 
 

God Bless, 
Claire Orgass & all our MMO Family  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Happy 

Retirement, 

Miss Pam! 

Parents’ 

Night Out 

June 19 

5-8 pm 

Volunteer! 
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June ANNIVERSARIES 

June BIRTHDAYS 

06/01 Wesley Hertgers 

06/07 Wanda Erickson 

 06/09 Elliot Jacobs 

 06/10 Albert Poet 

 06/10 Beth Shuler 

 06/17 Delores Bare 

 06/17 Cheryl Miller 

 06/18  Judith Dunn 

06/19 Connie Burger 

06/19 Donna Simons 

 06/19 Glenn VanNoord 

06/22 Hope Hertgers 

06/23 William Fisackerly 

06/26 Lex Curry 

06/26 Juliette Flasche 

06/27 Bill Blum 

06/28 Susan Neal 

06/29 Keith Pershing 

07/02 Mary Bulley 

 07/05 Bill Adkisson 

 

06/15 Van & Jean Gates 

06/17 Jerry & Delores Bare 

06/17 Tim & Sue Keay  

06/17 Erland & Ellen Stevens 

 06/26 Gary & Patty Bymaster 

06/29 Jerry & Julie Nelson 

                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/11 Bob & Sue Stone 

07/24 Robert & Debra Johnston 
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      AmazonSmile 

Thanks to customers shopping at AmazonSmile,  
everyday purchases generated over $200 million in 
donations to charities worldwide so far. 
Track your AmazonSmile impact at any time.   
 

Thanks for supporting Wesley United Methodist Church of Marco Island  
and continuing to generate donations by shopping at smile.amazon.com . 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=23UNDHOTBT7GV&K=15JSF4OTYAQBS&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020091616130134076ec5be0a432684284cc396d0p0na&R=3DZXRZV46QNOC&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_525128080_smi_em_db20_exaC_li1_smi&H=SEAOFDDJYO0BYNQCSXORZX
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=23UNDHOTBT7GV&K=15JSF4OTYAQBS&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020091616130134076ec5be0a432684284cc396d0p0na&R=3SBUAPT3I9WKL&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fchpf%2Fdashboard%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_525128080_smi_em_db20_exaC_li2_mi&H
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=23UNDHOTBT7GV&K=15JSF4OTYAQBS&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020091616130134076ec5be0a432684284cc396d0p0na&R=10AZDKUR21WXT&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_525128080_smi_em_db20_exaC_li3_smi&H=K0U6CA2Z2NO8UNFIOD1EXO
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Wesley United Methodist Church   

350 S. Barfield Dr.    
Marco Island, FL  34145 

Wesley Church Office  239-394-3734  
 

  E-Mail:  wumcmarco@comcast.net  
     

Website:  www.wesleymarco.org 
 

FACEBOOK:  WUMCMarco 

WESLEY STAFF 
 

Pastor………………………...Rev.  Dr. Bill Fisackerly 

Office Manager………...……………..…..Nanette Moll 

Financial Secretary ………...……..…..…... Gail Gates 

Christian Education Director…....Joshua Baudin 

Communications Director………..Joshua Baudin 

Youth Worker ……….….…….…..Christopher Reyes    

MMO Director ………………………….Claire Orgass  

Custodian………………...……..………..Claire Orgass 

Audio-Visual Technician. ..………..…….Matt Conley 

Newsletter Editor—Kathleen Schneider 

Wesley  UMC, Marco 

LOVE God 
LOVE People 

 

Walk together in the  
Way of Jesus 

 
 

 June WAVE   

Newsletter Deadline 
 

●  ALL entries must be SENT to the Church FIRST :              

wumcmarco@comcast.net  
 

●  We really do love to receive photos; however,  

                  ALL PHOTOS MUST BE TITLED. 

       (Example: “ Youth Camp 2020” and not “0234.jpg”) 

And please supply the “who, what,   when, where, why 

and/or how” of the photo;   at least provide the name 

of adults the   photo, listed from left to right.  

       Note: we do not give  names or information that 

might compromise any minors. 
 

●  Limit your entries to under 200 words and        

                                  un-formatted.  
 

●  Cambria  12 for Headlines and Cambria 9 

for text.  (NOT in all Caps)  
 

● WAVE deadline is  

Third Monday of  June 

       (June 21) 

 Please plan accordingly.   

 THANK  YOU and God bless. 

 

mailto:wumcmarco@comcast.net

