
I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God

He calls me friend

Who am I that You are mindful of me?
That You hear me when I call

Is it true that You are thinking of me?
How You love me

It’s amazing
Who am I, Lord

God Almighty
Lord of Glory

You have called me friend
God Almighty
Lord of Glory

You have called me friend

Friend  of God

The Uprising of Discipeship
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Psalm 25 (Contemporary English Version)

LEADER: I offer You my heart, Lord God, and I trust You.

ALL: Don’t make me ashamed or let enemies defeat me. Don’t disappoint any of Your worshipers, but disap-
point all deceitful liars.

LEADER: Show me Your paths and teach me to follow; guide me by Your truth and instruct me. 

ALL: You keep me safe, and I always trust You.

LEADER: Please, Lord, remember, You have always been patient and kind.

ALL: Forget each wrong I did when I was young. Show how truly kind You are and remember me.

LEADER: You are honest and merciful, and You teach sinners how to follow Your path. You lead humble peo-
ple to do what is right and to stay on Your path. 

All:  In everything You do, You are kind and faithful to everyone who keeps our agreement with You.

Leader:  Be true to Your name, Lord, by forgiving each one of my terrible sins.

All: You will show the right path to all who worship You. They will have plenty, and then their children will 
receive the land.   

LEADER: Our Lord, You are the friend of your worshipers, and You make an agreement with all of us.

All:  I always look to You, because You rescue me from every trap.

LEADER: I am lonely and troubled.

All:  Show that You care and have pity on me.

LEADER: My awful worries keep growing.

All:  Rescue me from sadness.

LEADER: See my troubles and misery and forgive my sins. Look at all my enemies! See how much they hate 
me. I come to You for shelter.

All: : Protect me, keep me safe, and don’t disappoint me.

LEADER: I obey You with all my heart, and I trust You, knowing that You will save me.

All:  Our God, please save Israel from all of its troubles.



Once again it is time for us to follow Jesus’ example and teaching, even though he will 
not be physically present. He invited us to be his disciples, so now we will invite others 

to become disciples, too. And they in turn will invite still others. In this way, a worldwide 
movement of discipleship can begin this morning, here on this beach with this handful 

of tired but resilient fishermen. Small beginnings with unlikely people, given lots of time 
and lots of faith and lots of hope and love, can change the world. 

Like Peter, if we lose our focus, we will be tempted to turn on each other comparing, 
criticizing, competing. That’s why, like Peter, each of us needs to hear Jesus say, “Stop 

worrying about anyone else! You follow me!” 

I think Jesus chose fishermen like us for a good reason. To be part of his uprising, we must 
be willing to fail a lot, and to keep trying. We will face long, dark nights when nothing 

happens. But we can never give up hope. He caught us in his net of love, so now we go and 
spread the net for others. And so, fellow disciples, let’s get moving. Let us walk the road 

with Jesus.

 How do you relate to the story 
of Peter with its dramatic ups and 

downs??

Reflection



T
h
e 

T
a
b
le

•Share a story about how you have been drawn toward 
discipleship through another person.

•If you could help other kids learn one important thing, what 
would it be, and how would you teach them?

In silence, hold the image of tired fishermen at daybreak, 
being told to cast their nets one more time. What does this 
image say to you in your life right now?

More to think about:

Mediate:

W e s l e y  U M C ,  M a r c o  I s l a n d
w e s l e y m a r c o . o r g / t a b l e

Activate:
This week, keep your eyes open for hospitable “people of 
peace” who can be your allies in the uprising of peace that 
Jesus started.


